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FIRST DEVICE STORES INFORMATION
ASSOCIATED WITH A COMMON DEVICE

- 200

Y

SECOND DEVICE STORES SAME INFORMATION
ASSOCIATED WITH THE COMMON DEVICE

™~ 202

A

y

TRANSMIT MESSAGE(S) FROM FIRST DEVICE
USING THE STORED INFORMATION AS AT LEAST
PART OF A BROADCAST ADDRESS

A
ACCEPT MESSAGE(S) AT SECOND DEVICE AS A
RESULT OF THE INFORMATION BEING KNOWN TO
THE SECOND DEVICE

FIG. 2
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SYSTEM, METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
BINDING COMMUNICATION DEVICES
THROUGH COMMON ASSOCIATION

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates in general to device communication,
and more particularly to systems, apparatuses and methods
for binding two or more communication devices through their
common association with one or more other devices.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Systems employing numerous devices often require or oth-
erwise benefit from the ability for these devices to commu-
nicate with one another. While each device may have its own
purpose and responsibilities, they may need to transmit infor-
mation to, and/or receive information from, other devices of
the system. Device-to-device communication may be accom-
plished by wiring the devices together, and communicating
via the wires. In more recent times more and more systems are
employing wireless communication, which generally makes
installation more convenient, and among other things pro-
vides greater flexibility and scalability.

A drawback to wireless communication is that information
transfer is not confined to a wire, as in a direct wired system.
Rather the information is sent over the air, which makes the
transmitted information potentially perceivable by neighbor-
ing devices within the wireless transmission range. In order to
address this issue, wireless network systems employ address-
ing schemes to ensure that transmitting devices can properly
address targeted devices, and the targeted devices can reject
information from neighboring devices that are not within
their system but are within their reception range.

For a transmitting device to properly address target
devices, the transmitting device must gain knowledge of the
addresses of those target devices. This may be performed at
the time of installation of the system devices. For example,
system devices may each be temporarily set to a binding
mode, such as by activating user interface mechanisms on
each device. While in this active binding mode, address iden-
tifiers of the communication devices in binding mode can be
exchanged so that the devices become aware of each other’s
addresses. This exchange of addresses and possibly other
information is referred to herein as “binding” the devices to
one another. After the appropriate address information has
been exchanged, the devices exit the binding mode. By know-
ing each other’s unique addresses, messages sent during nor-
mal operation can be properly directed to intended recipients,
and the intended recipients can determine if an incoming
message originated from a sending device in its own system.

In order to perform such a binding procedure, an installer
typically manipulates designated user interface (UI) mecha-
nisms to enter the binding mode. However some devices may
not be equipped with such Ul mechanisms, or it is not eco-
nomically desirable or feasible to equip them with these Ul
mechanisms. There may also be situations where a new
device, or a device not originally designed to operate in the
system, may need or want to communicate within the system.
Such devices may not be configured to undergo the normal
binding process, and therefore could not communicate with
other devices of the system.

Additionally, there may be design reasons to have a certain
device communicate with another device, yet binding such
devices would not be intuitive to an installer due to the incon-
spicuous purpose. Even if instructions indicate to do so,
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2

installers may be confused as to why two devices should be
bound where the function of those devices does not intuitively
suggest a connection pair.

Accordingly, there is a need in the communications indus-
try for amanner of binding two or more devices for at least the
purpose of communicating information between the devices,
without having to perform an initial binding procedure. The
present invention fulfills these and other needs, and offers
other advantages over the prior art.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

To overcome limitations in the prior art described above,
and to overcome other limitations that will become apparent
upon reading and understanding the present specification, the
present invention discloses systems, apparatuses and meth-
ods for binding two or more communication devices through
their common association with one or more other devices.

In accordance with one embodiment of the invention, a
method is provided that includes storing information associ-
ated with a common device at a first device. The same infor-
mation associated with that common device is stored at a
second device. A message(s) is transmitted from the first
device using the stored information as at least part of a broad-
castaddress identifier (ID). The message can then be accepted
at the second device as a result of the information being
known to the second device. Thus, a “binding by association”
is effected by virtue of each of the first and second devices
having been privy to that same information affiliated with the
common device.

In one embodiment the method further involves receiving
the transmitted message at the second device, and comparing
the broadcast address ID of the message to the stored infor-
mation at the second device. In this manner, accepting the
message at the second device involves accepting the message
at the second device if the received broadcast address 1D
matches the stored information at the second device.

Another embodiment of such a method involves transmit-
ting the message from the first device by transmitting a broad-
cast message that utilizes the information associated with the
common device as at least part of the broadcast address ID of
the broadcast message. A more particular embodiment fur-
ther involves transmitting a second address 1D that will cause
the common device to reject the broadcast message.

Yet another embodiment of the method further includes
transmitting a second message from the second device using
the stored information as at least part of a broadcast address
1D, and accepting the second message at the first device as a
result of the information being known to the first device.
Thus, in some embodiments, a device can operate as both a
sending device and a receiving device.

In still another embodiment, the method further involves
binding the first device to the common device to enable com-
munication between the first device and the common device,
and storing at the first device an address 1D of the common
device as the information associated with the common device.
The second device is similarly bound to the common device to
enable communication between the second device and the
common device, and second device stores the address ID of
the common device as the same information associated with
the common device. In a more particular embodiment, trans-
mitting the message from the first device involves using the
address ID of the common device as the broadcast address ID.

In accordance with another embodiment of the invention,
an apparatus is provided that includes storage configured to
store an address identifier(s) of a first device(s) to which the
apparatus has been configured for communication. A proces-
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sor is configured to frame a broadcast message including
using one of the stored address identifiers as a broadcast
address. A transmitter receive the framed message, and wire-
lessly broadcasts the message using the broadcast address to
a second device(s).

One embodiment of such an apparatus involves further
configuring the processor to configure the apparatus for com-
munication with the first devices via a binding process. In still
another embodiment, the apparatus includes an environmen-
tal host device, and at least one of the first devices includes a
sensor.

In still another embodiment, the apparatus further includes
a receiver configured to receive an incoming broadcast mes-
sage from one of the second devices, and a compare module
configured to compare an incoming broadcast identifier in the
incoming broadcast message to the stored address identifiers.
The processor is further configured to accept the incoming
broadcast message if the compare module identifies a match
of the incoming broadcast address and any of the stored
address identifiers.

In accordance with another embodiment of the invention,
an apparatus is provided that includes storage configured to
store one or more address identifiers of first devices to which
the apparatus has been configured for communication. A
receiver is configured to receive a wireless broadcast message
that includes a broadcast address identifier. A compare mod-
ule is configured to compare the received broadcast address
identifier to the one or more stored address identifiers, and a
processor accepts the received broadcast message if the com-
pare module identifies a match of the broadcast address iden-
tifier and any of the stored address identifiers.

In one embodiment of such an apparatus, the processor is
further configured to reject the received broadcast message if
the compare module does not identify a match of the broad-
cast address identifier and any of the stored address identifi-
ers.

Another embodiment of such an apparatus include config-
uring the processor to configure the apparatus for communi-
cation with the first devices via a binding process. In yet
another embodiment, the processor is further configured to
parse the received wireless broadcast messages to identify the
broadcast address identifier. In still other embodiments, the
apparatus is an environmental host device, and at least one of
the first devices is a sensor.

A system is provided in accordance with another embodi-
ment of the invention. The system includes a shared device
having an address identifier. A first communication device
includes storage to store the shared device’s address identifier
discovered by the first communication device during a bind-
ing process with the shared device. A second communication
device also includes storage to store the shared device’s
address identifier discovered by the second communication
device during a binding process with the shared device. The
first communication device includes a transmitter configured
to wirelessly broadcast one or more messages using the
shared device’s address identifier. The second communica-
tion device includes a receiver configured to wirelessly
receive the one or more messages, and further includes a
compare module configured to compare the received address
identifier of the shared device to the stored address identifier
of the shared device to accept the one or more messages in
response to identifying a match.

The above summary of the invention is not intended to
describe every embodiment or implementation of the present
invention. Rather, attention is directed to the following fig-
ures and description which sets forth representative embodi-
ments of the invention.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention is described in connection with the embodi-
ments illustrated in the following diagrams.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a representative embodiment
of'a system of devices incorporating principles of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram illustrating a representative
embodiment of a method for binding two entities or devices
together using information of a third device;

FIG. 3 illustrates a more particular example of a system for
communicating messages between multiple devices using the
principles of the invention;

FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate an example of how the device
address of the common device can be used as the broadcast
message while allowing the common device to reject the
broadcast message;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram generally illustrating represen-
tative HVAC elements and devices in which air interfaces
may be used;

FIGS. 6 A-6C depict some representative examples of cli-
ents, hosts, groups and systems that benefit from communi-
cating in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 7 illustrates a particular example of a system that
utilizes embodiments of the present invention for communi-
cating messages between host devices in an environmental
control system; and

FIG. 8 illustrates a representative computing arrangement
capable of executing programs to perform various functions
of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description of various exemplary embodi-
ments, reference is made to the accompanying drawings
which form a part hereof, and in which is shown by way of
illustration various embodiments in which the invention may
be practiced. It is to be understood that other embodiments
may be utilized, as structural and operational changes may be
made without departing from the scope of the present inven-
tion.

Generally, the present invention provides systems, appara-
tuses and methods for identifying intended communicants in
a system(s) of communicating devices, without the need for
the communicants to initially undergo a binding process to
authorize communications therebetween. Aspects of the
invention involve authorizing communications between a
plurality of devices by way of their common association with
another device(s).

While the invention can be implemented in wireless or
wired environments, the description herein is directed to
wireless embodiments. Devices may need to gain knowledge
of the address(es) of other wireless devices that they can
communicate with. This address information allows sending
devices to address intended recipient devices correctly, and
allows receiving devices to reject information from neighbor-
ing devices that are within the wireless communication range
but not part of the particular system. Devices can be made
aware of each other, and consequently each other’s address,
through a process of “binding” where address identifiers
(IDs) are exchanged. A bound set of communication devices
know the addresses of the other devices, and know which
addresses from which it should accept messages. In prior
systems, binding has been performed manually by way of an
installer who places the devices in an active binding mode that
causes the devices to exchange their address IDs before exit-
ing the binding mode. Among other things the invention
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facilitates device authorization and/or message acceptance to
be effected between two or more devices, as if the devices had
been bound together, without the need to perform such a
binding process.

In one embodiment, devices can bypass such binding pro-
cesses. Instead two or more devices can effectively become
bound to one another, at least for purposes of communicating
messages or other data, by a common association with one or
more other devices. For example, if (at least) two communi-
cating devices are privy to certain data or information asso-
ciated with a third device, then that certain information of the
third device can be used to authorize communications
between the two communicating devices. This is due to the
respective trust between the communicating devices resulting
from those devices being similarly privy to that information
of the third device. This “binding by association” provides
numerous advantages described herein and/or which will
become apparent to those skilled in the art from an under-
standing of the description provided herein.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a representative embodiment
of'a system of devices incorporating principles of the present
invention. While any number of devices may be involved in
the communications, FIG. 1 illustrates a two-device system
including a first device 100 and a second device 102. If these
devices 100, 102 had not previously undergone a binding
process, then a receiving device would not know if a received
message was intended for the receiving device or was inad-
vertently received from a neighboring system to which it is
within a wireless communication range. Whether the first 100
and second 102 devices were intentionally or unintentionally
not bound to one another, they can still communicate using
principles of the present invention.

The embodiment of FIG. 1 includes another device in the
system, depicted as the common device 104, includes some
data or other information INFO,, 106A. The word “com-
mon” is not intended to connote any particular aspect of the
device 104 itself, but rather indicates that it is commonly
available to all of the relevant devices 100, 102. The informa-
tion INFO_,, 106 A may include any data generated at and/or
received by the device 104. For example, the INFO_,, 106 A
may represent or include the address of the device 104.

This INFO_.,, 106A is obtained by each of the devices 100,
102 that will ultimately use that INFO,,, 106 A to authorize
communications therebetween. The information INFO,,
106B, 106C may be received from the common device 104 at
the respective device 100, 102. Alternatively one of the
devices 100, 102 can generate the INFO ., 106B, 106C and
provide it to the common device for later retrieval by the other
device 100, 102.

For example, the INFO,, 106 A may represent the address
of'the common device 104, which is exchanged with the first
device 100 when the first device 100 binds itself to the com-
mon device 104. Similarly the INFO_., 106A may be
exchanged with the second device 102 when the second
device 102 binds itself to the common device 104.

Regardless of the type of information 106 A or how it came
to be stored at the first 100 and second 102 devices, the
information 106A is used to effectively bind the devices 100
and 102 for purposes of communicating therebetween. By
way of their common association with the common device
104, they each obtain the information 106 A, which is shown
as INFO,, 106B and INFO,, 106C at devices 100, 102
respectively.

Assume that the first device 100 wants to send a message(s)
to any one or more other devices 102. In one embodiment the
first device 100 sends a message 108, such as broadcasting the
message 108, such that it can be received by other devices 102
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that prove to be bound to the first device 100 by way of its
association with the common device 104. A processor (P) 109
or other circuitry may be employed to properly frame the
message. A transmitter (T;) 110 of the first device transmits
the message 108 that includes the information INFO ., 106D
that is associated with the common device 104 and was
obtained by the first device INFO,,, 106B. The common
information INFO,, 106A may be unique to the common
device 104, such as the device address of the common device
104.

A receiver R 112 at the second device 102 receives the
message(s) 108, including the INFO,,, which is shown as
INFO_p, 106E when received at the second device 102. It is
then determined whether the second device 102 is also asso-
ciated with the common device 104 by comparing the
received information INFO ., 106E to stored information. In
the illustrated embodiment, it is assumed that the second
device 102 had indeed previously stored the information
INFO_ 106C through binding with the common device 104
oras aresult of any other association with the common device
104. Therefore, a match 114 of the INFO_, 106E and
INFO_p 106C occurs, thereby indicating that the message
will be accepted 116. If a device 102 did not previously store
the information INFO,,, 106C, no match would occur, and
the device 102 would reject or otherwise disregard the mes-
sage 118. In this manner, a common association of the first
and second devices 100, 102 can use information INFO,,
106 A affiliated with the common device 104 to effectively
bind the devices 100, 102 at least for purposes of communi-
cating messages therebetween.

As will be described in the ensuing description, one
embodiment involves using the stored information INFO
106B at the first device 100 as a broadcast address ID. The
second device 102 (i.e. the receiving device in this example)
can then search its storage to determine whether it stored
information INFO,,, 106C from a common device 104 that
will be used by the second device 102 as its own address for
received broadcast messages. If the second device 102 had
stored the INFO_, 106C through a binding process with the
common device 104, it then effectively becomes bound to the
first device 100 because it knows from the broadcast address
ID that the first device 100 had also bound itself to the com-
mondevice 104. The second device 102 is therefore willing to
receive messages from other devices 100 that also bound
themselves to the same common device 104.

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram illustrating a representative
embodiment of a method for binding two entities or devices
together using information of a third device. In this embodi-
ment, the first and second devices represent the devices that
will ultimately communicate a message(s) therebetween. The
first device stores 200 information associated with a third
device, referred to as a common device. The second device
also stores 202 the information associated with the common
device, and therefore both the first and second devices have
stored the same information associated with the common
device. A message(s) is transmitted 204 from the first device
using the stored information as at least part of a broadcast
message. The message(s) is accepted 206 at the second device
as a result of the same information received in the broadcast
message being known to the second device. It should be
recognized that the first device could similarly receive mes-
sages from the second device where the first device’s stored
information matches the information provided by the second
device’s broadcast message.

FIG. 3 illustrates a more particular example of a system for
communicating messages between multiple devices using the
principles of the invention. The embodiment illustrates how
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messages can be communicated between a plurality of
devices, including a first device 300, second device 302, and
possibly additional devices 304. In this embodiment, each of
the devices 300, 302, 304 has undergone a binding process
with a common device 306, which enables each of the devices
300, 302, 304 to communicate messages to and/or from the
common device 306. Through this binding process, each of
the devices 300, 302, 304 learns the address ID (ADDR 1ID)
308 of the common device, also shown as ADDR 1D 308
stored in each of the devices 300, 302, 304.

For example, the first device 300 can be bound to the
common device 306 by placing both the first device 300 and
the common device 306 into an active binding mode. One
example in which this can be accomplished is by having an
installer manually activate user interface mechanisms on both
the first device 300 and the common device 306 to cause these
respective devices to enter the binding mode. When in bind-
ing mode, the first device 300 and common device 306 will
communicate enough information to allow the first device
300 and the common device 306 to transmit and receive
information from each other, or at least to allow the first
device 300 to receive information from the common device
306. In one embodiment the binding information that is com-
municated to the first device 300 includes the address ID 308
of the common device 306. The binding process is then ter-
minated, and the first device 300 stores the common devices
address ID 308 as shown by ADDR ID 308. In this way, if the
first device 300 receives messages from a device having the
address ID 308, the first device 300 knows that these mes-
sages are coming from a device to which it has been bound to,
and it will accept the messages. Second device 302 and any
other devices 304 can similarly bind to the common device
306, thereby storing the ADDR ID 308 of the common device
306.

It is noteworthy that none of the first device 300, the second
device 302, or other devices 304 are bound to one another.
They are, however, each bound to the common device 306. In
accordance with the invention, any of the first 300, second
302 or other devices 304 can communicate with one another
without having to undergo a device-to-device binding process
such as they did in order to communicate with the common
device 306. Rather, any of the devices 300, 302, 304 can
communicate with one another due to their common associa-
tion with the common device 306.

Particularly, it is first assumed that the first device 300
wants to broadcast a message to any other device 302, 304
that may be in the system. The transmitter 320 of the first
device 300 broadcasts a message 322 using the stored ADDR
1D 308, which corresponds to the ADDR ID 308 of the com-
mon device 306. The ADDR ID 308 in the message 322 is
used as a broadcast address ID. If any of the second 302 or
other 304 devices had previously been bound to the common
device 306, and therefore are storing the ADDR 1D 308, these
devices 302, 304 can receive the message 322. For example,
the receiver 324 of the second device 302 compares 326 the
ADDR ID 308 from the message 322 to a table (or other
structure) 328 of bound devices. If the ADDR ID 308 is
present in the table 328, the comparison reveals a match and
the message 322 is accepted 330. Otherwise it is assumed that
the message 322 was not intended for the second device 302,
and it is rejected and/or discarded 332.

The second device 302 can also serve as the broadcaster of
a message(s). Due to the common affiliation with the com-
mon device 306, any devices 300, 304 that have also been
bound to the common device 306 can receive broadcast mes-
sages from the second device. The transmitter 340 of the
second device 302 broadcasts a message 342 using the stored
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ADDR ID 308, which corresponds to the ADDR ID 308 of the
common device 306. The ADDR ID 308 in the message 342
is used as a broadcast address ID. If any of the first 300 or
other 304 devices had previously been bound to the common
device 306, and therefore are storing the ADDR 1D 308, these
devices 300, 304 can receive the message 342. For example,
the receiver 344 of the first device 300 compares 346 the
ADDR ID 308 from the message 342 to a table (or other
structure) 348 of bound devices. If the ADDR ID 308 is
present in the table 348, the comparison reveals a match and
the message 342 is accepted 350. Otherwise it is assumed that
the message 342 was not intended for the first device 300, and
it is rejected and/or discarded 352.

Thus, in the embodiment of FIG. 3, the sending device 300,
302 sends a broadcast message to the address of the common
device 306 (i.e., the ADDR ID 308). The receiving device
300, 302 uses that address to receive the message correctly.
Particularly, if the first device 300 wants to send a message to
any listening devices such as second device 302, the first
device 300 addresses the message to ADDR ID 308. The
second (receiving) device 302 recognizes that it is not its own
physical address, but is configured to review its list of other
addresses to which it has already been bound. If the second
device 302 finds it in its list, it will accept that message.

If the first device 300, for example, broadcast a message
using the address of the common device 306, the common
device 306 could actually receive the message even though it
was intended for one of the other communicating devices 302,
304. To prevent this, one embodiment involves the use of two
different identifiers. FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate an example of
how the device address of the common device 306 can be used
as the broadcast message while allowing the common device
306 to reject the broadcast message.

FIG. 4A is first considered in connection with FIG. 3. In
one embodiment, a destination domain ID 400A is used as
part of the broadcast address when device-to-device mes-
sages between non-bound devices are communicated. The
collection of devices that are intended to operate together in
an area is generally referred to herein as a “group.” In one
embodiment, the communication devices (e.g. 300, 302, 304,
etc.) are in different groups, and operate with other devices in
their respective groups. In other embodiments, one or more of
the communication devices (e.g. 300, 302, 304) may be part
of'the same group. During installation or at other designated
times, each device 300, 302, 304 generates or otherwise
obtains a random group 1D, which in one embodiment is a
16-bit group ID. A group ID may be used in messages to
restrict its messages to only be received within its group. The
domain ID 400A may correlate to the group 1D for certain
messages, such as point-to-point messages. In embodiments
of the invention, the domain ID 400A reflects the common
device’s 306 address 1D, as described more fully below. The
device ID 402B represents the address of the particular device
to which a message is being sent.

When broadcasting a message(s) in accordance with the
invention, one embodiment involves using the common
device’s 306 device ID as the domain ID 400A, as depicted by
the common device ID 400B of FIG. 4B. The common device
306 will not receive the broadcast message because the device
1D 402B will not have the unique address of the common
device 306, but rather will include a generic address that each
of'the devices 300, 302, 304, etc. will recognize for itself. In
one embodiment, the device ID 402B is an eight-bit value set
to “0” when broadcasting messages between the devices 300,
302, 304. Thus, the domain ID 400A/B takes on the value of
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the device ID of the common device 306, and uses the address
of the intended broadcast recipients (e.g. 0) in the device ID
402A/B field.

The functions described in connection with the invention
may be used in any device in which data is to be communi-
cated. In one embodiment, the systems, apparatuses and
methods of the invention are implemented in environmental
monitoring and control systems, such as HVAC systems.
Representative examples of such systems are generally
described below. However, it should be recognized that the
aforementioned systems, apparatuses and methods may be
used in any communication device and associated system.

Environmental control systems can monitor and control
numerous environmental and safety devices. These devices
include, for example, thermostats, HVAC modules, equip-
ment interfaces, sensors, remote controls, zoning panels,
dampers, humidifiers and dehumidifiers, etc. It may be ben-
eficial for some or all of these devices to communicate with
each other wirelessly, which significantly eases installation
and wiring complications. Wireless units also provide users
with flexibility of use, and more options in positioning the
devices. These and other advantages of implementing air
interfaces have led to the use of the wireless transmission of
some data in HVAC systems.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram generally illustrating represen-
tative HVAC elements and devices in which air interfaces
may be used. FIG. 5 depicts one or more user control units
500, such as wireless thermostats where users can enter a
temperature setpoint designating a desired temperature.
Other examples of user control units 500 include humidity
controlunits, lighting control units, security control units, etc.
Climate or environmental systems 502 may include the
equipment to cause the desired action to occur. One such
system 502 is an HVAC system, which includes equipment to
raise or lower temperature, humidity, etc. User control units
500 may communicate directly with such climate/environ-
mental systems 502, and/or may communicate via one or
more interfaces or zone controllers 504. Remote user control
units 506 provide portable user control, such as providing a
visual and/or audio interface to the user, and allowing the user
to change environmental setpoints, check status, etc. Sensors
508 may be used to sense environmental conditions, and may
be discrete devices (e.g. outdoor air/temperature sensor) or
may be integrated into user control units 500. Flow and other
control equipment 510 may also be used, such as dampers,
ultraviolet air treatment lamps, etc. Any of these devices may
need to communicate information amongst themselves and/
or with other devices 512, in which the present invention may
be utilized.

When these devices communicate wirelessly with one
another via radio frequency (RF) or other wireless means,
there is a reasonable chance that a wirelessly communicating
device may experience interference from neighboring sys-
tems or other devices of the same system. Binding through
common association as set forth herein can be used in such
systems to avoid such interference and ensure proper delivery
of messages between devices.

Some devices in the system may be powered by power
sources and communicate via wire and/or over the air, while
other devices may be battery-powered and communicate
information wirelessly. Any device may be powered in any
desired manner. In one embodiment, a host or other device
may be powered by an AC voltage such as 24 volts AC (VAC),
and may remain powered on while operating in the system. In
some embodiments, devices referred to as hosts in the prior
figures and description can correspond to such powered
devices, or alternatively such hosts may be powered in other
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manners such as by battery or other DC voltage, energy
harvesting, etc. In other embodiments, prior references to
hosts can refer to any device in the system. Other devices that
are powered by battery (e.g., clients) may enter a sleep mode
to preserve battery life. In one embodiment, a collection of
devices including a host(s) and its clients may be referred to
as a “group,” and a collection of physical groups that com-
municate through their host(s) may be referred to as a “sys-
tem.” However, a “system” as otherwise used herein does not
require any such groupings, and may involve as few as two
communicating devices.

FIGS. 6 A-6C depict some representative examples of cli-
ents, hosts, groups and systems that benefit from communi-
cating in accordance with the present invention. Like refer-
ence numbers are used for analogous devices where
appropriate in FIGS. 6 A-6C. Each of the devices depicted in
FIGS. 6 A-6C may be powered in any desired manner, such as
via an AC power source, battery or other DC power source,
employing energy harvesting such as solar cells, etc. Thus,
the examples below that reference possible power sources for
various devices are merely representative embodiments for
purposes of illustration.

FIG. 6A illustrates one system 600 where one or more
thermostats 602A, 602B are configured as hosts, and may be
powered by an AC power source, DC source or other power
source. Each thermostat may be wired to other equipment
such as humidifiers 604A, 6048, dehumidifiers 606A, 6068,
and HVAC equipment 608A, 608B. Battery powered “cli-
ents” in the embodiment of FIG. 6A include one or more
sensors 610, such as an outdoor air sensor (OAS), and one or
more remote user interfaces (RUI) 612 which provide users
with remote access and control of environmental conditions
in the system 600. In accordance with the invention, hosts
such as the thermostats 602A and 602B can communicate
without having to undergo a thermostat-to-thermostat bind-
ing process, but rather can communicate by association to one
or more other devices commonly bound to each of the ther-
mostats 602A, 602B (e.g. OAS 610).

FIG. 6B illustrates another exemplary system 620 where
one or more thermostats 603A, 603B are configured as cli-
ents, and may be powered by batteries. Each thermostat
603A, 603B respectively communicates wirelessly with an
equipment interface module (EIM) 622A, 622B that may be
AC-powered and wired to respective HVAC equipment
608A, 608B. In this embodiment, each EIM 622A, 622B that
operates as a host may communicate with various clients. For
example, host EIM 622A can communicate wirelessly with
clients including the thermostat 603 A, the sensor(s) 610, and
the RUI(s) 612. Similarly host EIM 622B can communicate
wirelessly with clients including the thermostat 603B, the
sensor(s) 610, and the RUI(s) 612. Clients, or hosts such as
EIMs 622A, 622B canimplement the principles of the present
invention by foregoing any formal binding process and “bind-
ing by association” with one or more other devices.

FIG. 6C illustrates another system 630 which utilizes area
zoning using a zoning panel 632. In this embodiment, the
zoning panel 632 serves as a host that may be AC-powered,
and is connected to other equipment such as the HVAC 608A
and dampers 634. Clients include the thermostats 603A,
603B, 603C, asensor(s) 610, RUI 612, and possibly dampers
634 when such dampers are wirelessly controlled. Clients, or
hosts such as the zoning panel 632 can implement the prin-
ciples of the present invention to communicate with one
another by virtue of their association with a common device.

It should be noted that the exemplary environments
described in FIGS. 5 and 6A-6C are provided merely for
purposes of facilitating an understanding of representative
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systems in which the principles of the present invention may
be employed. From the description provided herein, one
skilled in the art can readily appreciate that the invention may
be employed in any system of two or more communicating
devices where messages or other data is communicated ther-
ebetween.

The present invention may be used in, for example, envi-
ronmental control systems such as those described in connec-
tion with FIGS. 5 and 6A-6C. FIG. 7 illustrates a particular
example of a system that utilizes embodiments of the present
invention for communicating messages between host devices
in an environmental control system. In the example of FIG. 7,
a configuration such as that described in connection with FIG.
6B is assumed. This is merely for purposes of example, as the
invention is capable of use in communicating between any
devices in any configuration.

The embodiment of FIG. 7 includes an equipment interface
module-A (EIM-A) 700 and an EIM-B 702 that operate as
host devices in this example. Each EIM 700, 702 serves as an
interface between various devices. For example, EIM-A 700
can wirelessly communicate with thermostat-A 704, and is
coupled to aheating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC)
unit 706. Similarly, EIM-B 702 can wirelessly communicate
with thermostat-B 708, and is coupled to HVAC 710. Both
EIMs 700, 702 wirelessly communicate, or at least receive
information from, the outside air sensor (OAS) 712. As
described more fully below, since the OAS 712 is a device that
both EIMs 700, 702 have bound with, the OAS 712 can be
used as the common device and its address ID can be used by
the EIMs 700, 702 to communicate with one another.

For purposes of example, it is assumed that communication
between EIM-A 700 and EIM-B 702 will occur in order to
synchronize time information in the thermostats 704, 708.
Particularly, the example assumes there is a clock in each
thermostat 704, 708. Among other things, a clock allows a
user to program environmental control settings at certain
times. It may be beneficial to ensure that the clocks in mul-
tiple thermostats 704, 708 are set to the same time. In one
embodiment, when one thermostat-A 704 is manually set, it
becomes the master clock that can be used as the reference
time for synchronizing other clocks in the system.

The EIMs 700, 702 are bound to their respective thermo-
stats 704, 708, but the EIMs 700, 702 are not bound to one
another. There are any number of reasons that two devices
may not be bound to one another. For example, there may be
little reason to bind the EIMs 700, 702 together if they seldom
need to communicate. Further, the EIMs 700, 702 may have
limited user interfaces where engaging in a manual binding
process may be difficult or impossible. Thus, if EIM-A 700 is
to send data (such as time synchronization data for the ther-
mostat-B 708) to another EIM-B 702, there should be some
binding so that data sent from EIM-A 700 properly reaches
EIM-B 702 without affecting neighboring systems within a
wireless communication range of the EIMs 700, 702. The
present invention enables such communication between
devices that are not bound together in advance.

Returning to the example, assume that a clock (not shown)
in the thermostat-A 704 has been manually set. At some time,
it may be desirable to synchronize the clock in other thermo-
stats, such as thermostat-B 708. For example this may occur
once per day. The thermostat-A 704 sends a message 714 to
the address (EIM-ID 716) of its EIM-A 700 which includes
time synchronization data 718. The EIM-A 700 had previ-
ously performed a binding operation with an OAS 712, and
thus includes in its table the address OAS-ID 720. Using the
OAS-ID 720, EIM-A’s transmitter T, 722 wirelessly broad-
casts a message 724 including the time data 718 using the
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OAS-ID 720 as the broadcast address. The receiver R, 726 at
EIM-B 702 receives the message 724, and recognizes thatitis
a broadcast message, and searches its local table 728 for the
OAS-ID 720. Since this example assumes EIM-B 702 has
previously obtained the OAS-ID ofthe OAS 712 (e.g. through
binding), the compare module 730 recognizes a match when
comparing the received OAS-ID 720 in the message 724 and
the OAS-ID 720 in its table 728. In this case, the EIM-B 702
accepts 732 the message 724 and processes the message.
Otherwise, the message 724 would be rejected 734.

The EIM-B 702 can then send a message 736 to the ther-
mostat-B 708 by directing the message 736 to the address
(THERM-ID 738) of the thermostat-B 708. The message 738
can include the time data 718 from which the thermostat-B
708 can adjust its clock. It should be recognized that this time
synchronization example is merely representative of types of
data transfers that may involve previously non-bound devices
(e.g. EIMs 700, 702) that are bound by association to another
device (e.g. OAS 712) in accordance with the principles of the
present invention.

The functions associated with the present invention may be
performed by discrete circuitry and/or computing system
hardware. In one embodiment, the devices that will commu-
nicate with one another using the address ID of a common
device utilize a processor(s), CPU(s), computer(s), or other
processing system to perform the stated functions. It should
be understood that reference to a “processor” does not require
a single processor or controller chip, but rather refers to the
processing circuitry that executes programs to perform the
various functions. Alternatively, part or all of the functions
may be implemented using discrete circuitry. Accordingly,
hardware, firmware, software or any combination thereof
may be used to perform the various functions and operations
described herein.

An example of a computing arrangement capable of
executing programs to perform the various functions
described above is shown in FIG. 8. The functional modules
used in connection with the invention may reside in any
device in which data is to be communicated by binding using
the address ID or other information associated with a com-
mon device. Devices implementing the present invention
include thermostats, environmental control devices, local and
remote interfaces, and/or other devices that may be used in
any system involving the communication of data between
devices. Representative examples of such systems include
HVAC systems, security systems, area control systems, auto-
motive systems, etc.

Referring to FIG. 8, the representative computing or pro-
cessing arrangement 800 includes a processing device(s),
such as a central processing unit (CPU) 802. The processor
can execute instructions to perform functions of the present
invention. For example, the processor can frame the broadcast
messages that are sent from a first device to a second device(s)
using the address ID of a third device as the broadcast address
ID. A message frame may include, for example, a preamble,
synchronization data, message length indicator, message type
indicator, source address, data, correction bits (e.g. CRC
data), etc. The message frame also includes one or more
destination address fields (e.g. domain ID 400A and device
ID 402A of FIG. 4A). The processor can also coordinate
retrieving the address ID of the common device and inserting
it at the correct location of the message prior to its broadcast
transmission. Processors at the receiving device can parse the
received message to identify the appropriate information con-
tained therein, including the broadcast address ID. The
receiving device processor can retrieve stored address 1D
information, and compare the received broadcast address ID
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to the stored address IDs to determine if there is a match. The
processor can further be programmed to accept the message
or reject the message based on the result of the comparison.
These and other functions described herein can be performed
by a processor(s) programmed to do so. It should be noted that
discrete circuits can be used in lieu of or in addition to one or
more processors. The computing system 800 may include
some storage, such as any one or both of random access
memory (RAM) 804, read-only memory (ROM) 806, etc. For
example, the address IDs of other devices to which the device
has been bound may be stored. The computing arrangement
800 may instead or additionally include one or more data
drives 808, such as disk drives, optical drives and/or other
drives capable of receiving programs and/or data on trans-
portable media 810. In one embodiment, software for carry-
ing out the operations in accordance with the present inven-
tion may be stored and distributed on such media or other
form of media capable of portably storing information. The
software may also be transmitted to the computing arrange-
ment 800 via data signals, such as being downloaded elec-
tronically via a network.

The processor 802 may communicate with other internal
and external components, including removable storage (e.g.
FLASH) through input/output (I/O) circuitry 812. VO cir-
cuitry may also communicate control signals, communica-
tion signals, and the like. A user input interface 813 may be
provided such as a mouse, keyboard/keypad, microphone,
touch pad, trackball, joystick, touch screen, voice-recogni-
tion system, etc. Similarly, a user output device, such as a
display 815 or speaker, may also be provided.

Where comparisons of received and stored data are per-
formed, this can be facilitated by one or more comparators.
Comparators may be implemented using hardware, software
operable in connection with the processor 802, or some com-
bination of hardware and software. A comparator 814 may be
integrally programmed as part of the processor 802 operation,
or alternatively may be a separate comparator 814.

The representative computing arrangement 800 includes a
transmitter(s) TX 816 and/or a receiver(s) RX 818. Such TX
816 and RX 818 components may be implemented as discrete
components, or aggregated such as in the case of a transceiver.
In one embodiment, the TX 816 and/or RX 818 are RF com-
ponents capable of wirelessly communicating information
via radio frequency waves.

Using the description provided herein, the invention may
be implemented as a machine, process, or article of manufac-
ture by using standard programming and/or engineering tech-
niques to produce programming software, firmware, hard-
ware or any combination thereof.

Any resulting program(s), having computer-readable pro-
gram code, may be embodied on one or more computer-
usable media such as resident memory devices, smart cards or
other removable memory devices, or transmitting devices,
thereby making a computer program product or article of
manufacture according to the invention. As such, terms such
as “modules” and the like as used herein are intended to
include a processor-executable program that exists perma-
nently or temporarily on any computer-usable medium or in
any transmitting medium which transmits such a program.
Such “modules” may also be implemented using discrete
circuits.

As indicated above, memory/storage devices include, but
are not limited to, disks, optical disks, removable memory
devices such as smart cards, SIMs, WIMs, semiconductor
memories such as RAM, ROM, PROMS, etc. Transmitting
mediums in which programs can be provided include, but are
notlimited to, transmissions via wireless/radio wave commu-
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nication networks, the Internet, intranets, telephone/modem-
based network communication, hard-wired/cabled commu-
nication network, satellite communication, and other
stationary or mobile network systems/communication links.

The foregoing description of exemplary embodiments of
the invention has been presented for the purposes of illustra-
tion and description. It is not intended to be exhaustive or to
limit the invention to the precise form disclosed. Many modi-
fications and variations are possible in light of the above
teaching. It is intended that the scope of the invention be
limited not with this detailed description, but rather deter-
mined in view of what would be apparent to those skilled in
the art from the description provided herein and the claims
appended hereto.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

storing information associated with a common device at a

first device, wherein the information is received via a
binding process between the common device and the
first device;

storing the same information associated with the common

device at a second device, wherein the same information
is received via a binding process between the common
device and the second device;

transmitting a message from the first device using the

stored information as at least part of a broadcast address
1D, wherein the message originates with the first device
and is not a rebroadcast of a broadcast message received
from the common device; and

accepting the message at the second device as a result of the

information being known to the second device.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving the
transmitted message at the second device and comparing the
broadcast address 1D of the message to the stored information
at the second device, wherein accepting the message at the
second device comprises accepting the message at the second
device if the received broadcast address ID matches the stored
information at the second device.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein transmitting the mes-
sage from the first device comprises transmitting a broadcast
message that utilizes the information associated with the
common device as at least part of the broadcast address ID of
the broadcast message.

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising transmitting
a second address ID that will cause the common device to
reject the broadcast message.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

transmitting a second message from the second device

using the stored information as at least part of a broad-
cast address ID; and

accepting the second message at the first device as a result

of the information being known to the first device.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

binding the first device to the common device to enable

communication between the first device and the com-
mon device, and storing at the first device an address ID
of the common device as the information associated with
the common device; and

binding the second device to the common device to enable

communication between the second device and the com-
mon device, and storing at the second device the address
ID of'the common device as the same information asso-
ciated with the common device, wherein binding the first
and second devices to the common device involves plac-
ing the respective devices in an active binding mode that
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causes the first and second devices to receive at least the
address ID of the common device before exiting the
active binding mode.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein transmitting the mes-
sage from the first device comprises using the address ID of
the common device as the broadcast address ID.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the message is accepted
at the second device without the first and second devices
second devices exchanging their address IDs via the active
binding mode.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the message is accepted
at the second device without the first and second devices
having to undergo a binding process with each other to autho-
rize communications therebetween.

10. A first device comprising:

storage configured to store one or more address identifiers
of a common device to which the first device has been
configured for communication, wherein the one or more
address identifiers is received via a binding process
between the first device and the common device;

a processor configured to frame a broadcast message
including using one of the stored address identifiers as at
least part of a broadcast address, wherein the broadcast
message originates with the first device and is not a
rebroadcast of a broadcast message received from the
common device; and

a transmitter coupled to receive the framed broadcast mes-
sage and to wirelessly broadcast the framed broadcast
message using the broadcast address to one or more
second devices, wherein the one or more second devices
receive the same address identifiers of the common
device via a binding process between the one or more
second devices and the common device.

11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the processor is
further configured to configure the first device for communi-
cation with the common device via a binding process.

12. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the common device
comprises an environmental host device, and wherein the first
device comprises a sensor.

13. The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising a
receiver configured to receive an incoming broadcast mes-
sage from one of the second devices, and a compare module
configured to compare an incoming broadcast identifier in the
incoming broadcast message to the stored address identifiers;
and

wherein the processor is further configured to accept the
incoming broadcast message if the compare module
identifies a match ofthe incoming broadcast address and
any of the stored address identifiers.

14. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the first device is a

component of an environmental control system.

15. A first device comprising:

storage configured to store one or more address identifiers
of a common device to which the first device has been
configured for communication, wherein the one or more
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address identifiers is received via a binding process
between the first device and the common device;

a receiver configured to receive a wireless broadcast mes-
sage from a second device that includes a broadcast
address identifier associated with the common device,
wherein the received wireless broadcast message is nota
rebroadcast of a broadcast message received from the
common device by the second device;

a compare module configured to compare the received
broadcast address identifier to the one or more stored
address identifiers; and

a processor configured to accept the received broadcast
message if the compare module identifies a match of the
broadcast address identifier and any of the stored
address identifiers.

16. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the processor is
further configured to reject the received broadcast message if
the compare module does not identity a match of the broad-
cast address identifier and any of the stored address identifi-
ers.

17. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the processor is
further configured to configure the first device for communi-
cation with the common device via the binding process.

18. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the processor is
further configured to parse the received wireless broadcast
messages to identify the broadcast address identifier.

19. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the common device
comprises an environmental host device, and wherein the first
device comprises a sensor.

20. A system comprising:

a shared device having an address identifier;

a first communication device having storage to store the
shared device’s address identifier discovered by the first
communication device during a binding process with the
shared device;

a second communication device having storage to store the
shared device’s address identifier discovered by the sec-
ond communication device during a binding process
with the shared device;

wherein the shared device is different from the first com-
munication device and the second communication
device;

wherein the first communication device comprises a trans-
mitter configured to wirelessly broadcast one or more
messages using the shared device’s address identifier as
at least part of a broadcast address, wherein the one or
more messages are not a rebroadcast of messages
received from the shared device; and

wherein the second communication device comprises a
receiver configured to wirelessly receive the one or more
messages, and a compare module configured to compare
the received address identifier of the shared device to the
stored address identifier of the shared device to accept
the one or more messages in response to identifying a
match.



